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STORM ADVISORY. For those families
Washington, DC
who have a loved
one serving in the Persian Gulf this information pertaining to mail delivery
in combat situations will be of particular interest to you. The Department
of Defense advises me that Desert Storm troops will continue to receive
their mail, even if their unit location changes. The Military Postal
Service Agency, which handles the delivery of the mail, will be notified
of all unit movements. In turn, they will appropriately direct the mail
for those units. While this may result in some delays in delivery while
mail catches up to the units, troops will receive their mail.
Also, with the commencement of offensive operations, U S Central
Command requests that families and friends of Desert Storm deployed service
members voluntarily limit personal mail to first class fetter mail and
audio cassettes until further notice. This temporary action is being
taken to minimize the difficulty for our troops on the move to secure
and transport personal articles and to reduce the possibility of items
being lost, damaged or delayed.
il II II
TWO OR MORE MEMBERS OF THE SAME FAMILY. In an early January newsletter
I spoke of Department of Defense policy as it pertains to sole surviving
sons. Since then a number of questions have come my way with respect
to the concurrent assignment of mc....bers of the same family to the same
military unit or ship. This is not prohibited. Requests by members
concerned, asking for all but one to be assigned to different units or
ships, may be approved if military requirements permit. If a military
member is killed, died, is captured, missing or determined to be 1001.
disabled other military members of the immediate family may request
exemption from assignment to hostile fire areas or, if already serving
in such an area, may request reassignment.
If you should have any additional questions about this or any other
matter pertaining to our troops do not hesitate to let me know. I will
certainly do my best to be responsive to each and every inquiry. Let
me add, however, that I have been advised by the DOD that it is extremely
difficult to conduct what are referred to as "welfare checks" on family
members. Only in the case of a dire emergency does the department have
the mrinpowpr to assist with such an inquiry.
II II il
MORE ON TAX RELIEF FOR OUR TROOPS IN THE GULF. Last week in my newsletter
I mentioned I had co-sponsored legis laton providing an automatic extension
of time for filing Federal income tax returns and other tax related acts
for members of the Armed Forces of the U S serving in Operation Desert
Shield. This week I am pleased to advise that the House has voted
overwhelmingly to give U S troops in the Persian Gulf region extra time
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to file income tax forms. The House bill applies to all military personnel
serving in the region after 2 August, the day Iraq invaded Kuwait.
Under the legislation, military personnel serving in the Gulf and
their spouses would not have to file income tax forms until six months
after leaving the area. Those wounded in the war would not have to file
income tax returns as long as they are hospitalized anywhere in the world,
for up to five years. Under current law, delayed tax filing is available
only to wounded service personnel recovering in hosiptals outside the
country.
This action goes beyond President Bush's Executive Order issued
recently giving U S military personnel certain tax advantages for serving
in a combat zone as of January 17. To quote the President,' 5 release "this
designation means that for Federal tax purposes military pay received
by enlisted personnel while serving in the combat zone will be exempt
from income tax. For commissioned officers in the combat zone the exclusion
is limited to $500 a month. In addition, members of the armed forces
in the combat zone will not have to file their income tax returns until
at least 180 days after they depart the Persian GulL"
Both the Executive Order and the House action are welcome news for
our soldiers and their families.
II
FUTURE LEADERS This time of year is always very exciting because
youngsters from throughout the nation come to Washington to meet with
leaders of the current Administration and Congress to observe firsthand
the inner workings of the Federal Government.
This past week two young men, Jorge L Flores of Brownsville, and
Omar Rivas of McAllen, who were participating in the Presidential Classroom
for Young Americans visited our office. Also in town was Lydia Dubuisson
of Weslaco, who was here to participate in the ~ational Young Leader's
Conference. All were here to discuss current legislation and national
and international issues. If their excitement about the workings of
government reflects the energy they will bring to whatever future endeavors
they pursue then the future of our nation is indeed in good hands.
Let me also add that we had a very special visitor from Berlin,
a young man by the name of Alexander Lohse. Alexander, who is living
in NcAllen at this time, is participating this year in the AFS Intercultural
Program. Living in the Valley he says is quite different than his home
in Bavaria, but he is enjoying it very much.
It was indeed a pleasure to have these young men and women come
by our office during their stay, and I want to extend an invitation to
all who might be planning a trip up this way to make certain to add a
visit to our office to your list of places to visit. Always know that.
here in 1401 of the Longworth House Office Building you have a home away
from home and that there's a bit of South Texas waiting for you.
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